How To Use MLS SEARCH Criteria (2nd Button)
General Property Search

Address   You can search by typing in the street number and street name or only the street name. Be careful about proper spelling of the street. You can put in only the first few letters of the street name and all the streets beginning with that will appear and you can skip the ones you don’t want. 
Some streets are entered into the system with different spellings for the same street. It sounds strange but it happens more than you would think in today’s market. Be sure to save the MLS number of the properties you like. It requires much less time.

You can search by Property Type also. You can choose Residential, Land, Multi Family or Commercial.  You should always pick the property type because this will allow you to choose from 5 more pages of criteria in which to narrow your search!! It will give you the option to search for Condos ONLY is just one example of the benefits of choosing a Property Type. You can choose bedroom levels, number of garages, basements full or partial, finished or unfinished, style and levels of the house or property under the additional search criteria’s  5 pages.

Under the General Search Criteria on the first page of the MLS Search you can also narrow the search by these pretty basic fields. 

Zip Codes: But remember most communities have several zip codes.

Counties: Remember also that many communities extend into different counties and therefore unless you know exactly what and where you want to search I would advise against using this field.
Suburbs: This also is a very misleading field because of the rules MLS has for placing homes in certain areas using basic guidelines.
School Districts: Is one of best ways to search for properties because a lot of buyers want to start their search in certain school districts. If you use the drop down menu for the school districts you just have to search the counties to be sure you don’t miss a few that are on the bordering county. They also are in the drop down button. This is the way to be most certain you include everything that is in the district. I would not use Zip Codes, or Suburbs unless you are willing to miss some that were entered into the wrong areas by a rule set up to bring some type of order to the MLS. But if you are searching by school district it is hard to miss something because everybody knows or should know what school district a property is located within.

Bedrooms: Is a good way to narrow down the search by the number of minimum bedrooms you would allow in your search.

Price Range: Is a good field to keep your search manageable. If you put no price you can get houses from $1,000 to $99,000,000 and that would be a lot of wasted time for you as a rule.

Age of Property: You can leave the first block blank and put the maximum number of years you want the property to be such as 15. Only put in the number of years maximum you would like. Do not put 15 years. The program is set up for numbers. If you only want new construction do not put anything in these fields and instead go to the top of the first page of Additional Criteria. ((Click on the tab next to General Criteria at top of search page)) ((It is grayed out until you select a property type in which case it becomes active and all you do is click it and you get all  5 pages of additional criteria to choose from for your search.)) There is a tab that says new construction on the top of the first additional search page.
Lot Size: I would not use this unless you must have acreage type properties. I have seen over the years, typos in this field that properties have 5.356 acres when in fact they only have .5356 of an acre as an example. But if you only want homes with acreage then use whole numbers and then check them out.
MLS Numbers: If you know the MLS number of the property you want  please enter them and you will get the information for those exact listings. 

Search Hints and Tips: This is the same exact search criteria the Board of Realtors members use to do their MLS searches. They have additional features for history of the property also. I have designed this website to be user friendly but still give the best ability possible for getting information quickly. All Virtual Tours on the MLS System are included automatically.
BEST SEARCH AVAILABLE: The BEST WAY, is to call me or email me personally and I can have a program set in minutes that will constantly give you the market data automatically without the hassle. Just tell me what you want and I will have it sent as soon as a listing comes on the market as a new listing or comes back on the market after some reason like sale pending or a price change!! This is the best search possible and it is all FREE TO YOU! I hope this information is helpful to you and that some day soon I can help you or your family and friends with your real estate needs. 
Dennis King                 Please Call My Cell Number 513-378-5464 
